
I write this on the anniversary of the Prime Minister’s announcement of 
the first lockdown last year.  I wonder how it is that you reflect on the 
year just past? 

There are many ways in which this year feels rather different from last.  
Apart from the period of the second lockdown in November, we have 
had people in church each Sunday since last summer.  You may 
remember that last Easter we shared images of candles from our 
worship at home – it wasn’t until Ascension Day that we began to hold 
proper Zoom services.  Yet now we have a real sense of being one 
community, worshipping together, with some people at home and 
others in church. 

I am thankful for the range of ways we have found to maintain contact 
during this past year.  We probably know more than ever that small acts 
of kindness can make a really significant difference. 
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For I will restore health to you, and your wounds I will heal, says the Lord 

Jeremiah 30:17 



 As we went into last year’s lockdown, so much was unknown.  Probably 
none of us would have expected that our lives would still be so restricted 
this year.  The sheer scale of loss of life is deeply saddening, and the 
second wave we experienced just after Christmas leaves us feeling 
cautious.  Perhaps we have learnt how easily our plans can unravel. 

Yet there is much to be hopeful about.  The vaccination programme 
appears to be having a significant impact.  More than that, though, we 
are finding ways to look at things just a little differently.  At a recent 
meeting, I was introduced to the idea that there are three stages in 
response to a crisis: response, recovery and reconstruction.  Gradually 
we are entering a period of recovery.  Part of that is personal – we each 
need to recognise the impact of such challenging times.  And part of it we 
do together.  Asking ourselves how things have changed and what we 
have discovered.  Preparing ourselves for whatever comes next. 

In many ways Easter is a perfect season for recovery.  It is filled with 

hope and possibility, yet remains tinged with the knowledge of all that 

has gone before.  As Easter people, we are not naïve about the 

challenges that life brings, yet continue to be bearers of light. 

Rev Theresa Ricketts 

Church Finances 
To say the least, 2020 was an unusual, unprecedented, and 
unpredictable year for us all.  I have had no excuses to miss a 9:30 
service, as I am lucky to be able to join on Zoom.  I know this is not 
possible for all of us and Theresa has worked extremely hard in many 
ways to keep us connected.  One small advantage of remote services is 
my ability to join in the hymns with gusto, without offending my fellow 
worshipers.  The mute button is invaluable! 

Although church finances are probably not uppermost in our minds, they 
continue to be vital to ensure the ongoing success and survival of our 
community.  I would therefore like to bring you up to date on how we 
fared in 2020 and what lies ahead for 2021. 

Firstly though, I would like to express my and the PCC’s great thanks both 
for the ongoing support of our planned givers and especially those who 
have given additional support in 2020.  We received over £23,000 in 



additional donations and through our gift week.  This has literally kept us 
“afloat”.  We lost a lot of our usual plate collections due to the absence 
of live services.  We also lost a great deal of income from the suspension 
of hall hire, but we made up for these losses by your generosity. 

2020 Income (all Funds) 

Before the additional £23,000 from “one off” donations and gift week 
mentioned above, our total income was down £27,000 against 2019.  
This is despite receiving £7,000 from the Government’s Coronavirus Job 
Retention Scheme.  Without these exceptional incomes, we would have 
been £34,000 worse off than the previous year. 

2020 Expenditure (all funds) 

Expenditure was only £1,000 higher than 2019, despite spending £3,600 

re-roofing the choir vestry and £2,000 for a laptop and improvements to 

the Wi-Fi, to support virtual services.  As has been explained before, a 

high proportion of our costs are fixed or semi-fixed, so the opportunities 

of saving without large structural changes are limited.  We managed to 

mitigate some salary costs from income received from the Furlough 

Scheme, mentioned above. 



Current Year 

Budgeting for 2021 has not been easy and depends very much on the 

speed of the country’s return to some form of normality.  When the 

budget was set, assumptions were made about the timing of when the 

Church would be back to normal and when, on a phased basis, hall 

lettings would return.  This is broadly in line with the provisional 

timetable set by the government. 

Without a repeat of such generous additional donations and gift day as 

last year, we have a budgeted deficit of £28,000 for 2021.  This is 

unsustainable in the long run and the Stewardship Committee and the 

PCC will be exploring ways of returning our finances to break even for the 

future. 

Finally, if you would like a statement of your giving for the year ended 5th 

April 2021, or earlier years, for tax purposes please contact me. 

Once again, many thanks for your continuing generosity and God bless. 

David Eames (Treasurer) 



Thursday 1 20.00 Maundy Thursday Communion and Vigil 

Friday 2 10.00 Family Service (on Zoom only) 

(Good Friday) 12-2pm Good Friday Reflections 

 14.00 Liturgy of Good Friday 

Sunday 4 06.00 Easter Vigil & Service of Light (Church only) 

(Easter Day) 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Easter Holy Communion 

 11.00 Sunday Club 

Sunday 11 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Holy Communion 

Thursday 15 20.00 Men’s Group on Zoom 

Saturday 17 10.30 Women’s Group on Zoom 

Sunday 18 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Holy Communion 

 11.00 Sunday Club on Zoom 

Wednesday 21 10.00 PCC on Zoom 

Sunday 25 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Holy Communion 

Morning Prayer is said every weekday morning at 9am 

All are very welcome - use Zoom code 909 037 180 

April Services and Events 

 Unless otherwise indicated, all services are available both in 

Church and on Zoom.  Numbers in church are limited, so it is 

necessary to book a place.  To do so, please email Theresa 

(theresaricketts@hotmail.co.uk)  


