
September Services and Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday 4 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Sung Communion 

Sunday 11 08.00 Holy Communion 

 0930 Parade Service 

 18.00 Sung Evensong 

Saturday 17 10.00 Women’s Group at Rowe Hall 

Sunday 18 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Sung Communion & Children’s Groups 

Wednesday 21 20.30 PCC 

Sunday 25 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Holy Communion with Baptism 

The Choir Concert, on 17 July, featured music from USA, Italy, Germany, 
England and South Africa and was followed by Pimms on the lawn. 

And Finally My thanks to all who have contributed to this month’s 

newsletter. If there is anything you would like included in The Listening 
Post, please let me know. 

You can speak to me on Sunday mornings, text me on 07778 127670 or 
email me at thelisteningpost@cuddingtonparish.org.uk 

Linda Charlton. Editor 
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Teach me your ways, O Lord, make them known to me.  Psalm 25 

Welcome      Linda has asked 

me to write about what’s 
happening in the PCC and in 
particular about filling the 
vacancy.  Andy’s resignation took 
effect on 7th August and the parish 
is legally in the hands of Dan, our 
churchwarden, and Rev Des 
Williamson, the Area Dean of 
Epsom.  

The PCC has the important role of 
preparing a document setting out 
the traditions, needs and 
conditions of the parish for any 
prospective Vicar to read, and 
ideas for this document will be 
discussed at our September 
meeting. 

We also have to decide whether to 
ask the Bishop to advertise the 
post or else send likely candidates 
to meet with our two chosen 
parish representatives.  These 
decisions are made at a Section 11 
Meeting which is likely to occur in 
October or November. 

The Archdeacon of Dorking, Paul 
Bryer, who oversees the 

appointments procedure, has met 
with Dan and suggested that we 
consider accepting someone for a 
period of 3 years in order to give 
time to heal divisions (as he sees 
it) and help us to clarify our vision 
ready for a long term 
appointment.  Opinions are 
divided on this as many of us feel 
that we have got a pretty united 
parish already and are anxious to 
see a long term appointment 
being made as soon as possible. 

This time we have a further issue 
to decide; whether to make any 
comment on the Bishop’s plan to 
suspend the Living of Cuddington 
and put in a Priest-in-Charge 
instead.  There is very little 
practical difference from having a 
Vicar, except that the appointment 
would be of limited duration, up to 
a maximum of 5 years.  However, 
at the end of that period it could 
be renewed or the Living could be 
re-instated with the same person 
as Vicar. 

Rod Clarke,  PCC Vice Chair 



The scheme of Pastoral Assistants 
was started in the Guildford 
Diocese in the 1970s.  St Mary’s 
had two trainees in the first year. 
We now have five trained PAs: 
Janet Grimshaw, Jenny Snailham, 
Judith Round, Olga Champ and 
Yvonne Daoud.  All had to 
undertake intensive training and 
were then authorised by the 
Bishop of Guildford to work in the 
parish. 

Janet uses her training in the office 

meeting people coming to us for 

various needs.  Jenny works closely 

with families wanting baptism for 

their children.  Judith runs the 

Afternoon Club and keeps an eye 

on the elderly.  Olga works with 

the youngsters in the church while 

Yvonne visits the bereaved. 

However, we are all here to help 

anyone in the parish who needs us. 

For that we need members of the 

congregation to contact us so that 

we can respond. 

Yvonne Daoud. 

Pastoral Assistants 

Here at St. Marys we contribute to 
our local Foodbank held at Ruxley 
church every Wednesday 
afternoon.   Foodbanks provide 
emergency food and support to 
people in need, as follows:  

 Non-perishable food is donated 
and put in boxes at the back of 
the church which is regularly 
taken to the depot in Ruxley 
Lane for sorting.  

 Frontline care professionals 
such as doctors, social workers, 
Citizens Advice Bureaux, 
Housing Associations and others 
give numbered vouchers to 

people in crisis.  

 These vouchers are checked for 
serial numbers and signatures 
at the Foodbank and exchanged 
for 3 days of food.  As well as 
food, toiletries and cleaning 
products can also be provided.  
Imagine not being able to afford 
toilet paper!  

 At the same time volunteers 
listen to clients, advise where 
further support can be found 
and, if wanted, when the food 
has been received, offer to say a 
prayer with them.  This offer of 
prayer is rarely refused.  

Food Bank 

A 150-year celebration 
Just a reminder that St Mary's will 
be holding a Heritage Open Day on 
Saturday 10th September, from 
11am to 5pm. This year we will be 
taking the opportunity to mark 150 
years (a few weeks early) since the 
installation of the Iron Church that 
preceded St Mary's, and (just over) 
150 years since development 
began in The Avenue. 

We will be displaying copies of 
some of the documents dating 
from the time of the Iron Church, 
plus some more recent 
photographs of church activities 
through the years. 

If you have ever wondered what 
the old houses in The Avenue, 

Cleveland Road and Royal Avenue 
looked like, such as Dennington, St 
Michael's and Millfield after which 
the modern developments are 
named - or you would like to be 
reminded - do come along and 
look at the displays. 

We will also be including the 
stories of some of the people who 
have lived in these roads - upstairs 
and downstairs - and photographs 
of some of the events of the past 
150 years. 

There will be a chance to read 
memories contributed by those 
who remember The Avenue in past 
decades, and to contribute your 
own recollections. Tea and coffee 
will be available. 

David Rymill.  

It is surprising, in a supposedly 
affluent area like Ewell, how many 
families struggle to put food on 
the table.  There are many 
reasons: low incomes, redundancy, 
benefit delay, an unexpected bill – 
all these can force people to 
choose between paying the rent or 
mortgage, and eating.  

People from our church help 
regularly to distribute food and to 
take our donations from the 
church to the depot. More 
volunteers are always needed.  If 
you are interested ask Judith 
Round, Jenny Snailham or Carolyn 
Harvey, and please keep donating. 

Judith Round. 


