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For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, 
God’s building.    1 Corinthians 3:9 

I am excited about all that we are planning to celebrate this year.  Events 
planned so far are: 

 Traditional summer fête on Saturday 11th July 
 Service inviting those who have been married or baptised at 

St Mary’s on Sunday 12th July 
 Heritage Open Days on 12-13th September 
 Celebration service with the Bishop of Dorking on Sunday 22nd 

November, followed by lunch. 
(Continued on page 2) 
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I wonder how you feel about 
birthdays and anniversaries.  I have 
friends who always take a day off 
work for their birthday and insist 
on suitable celebrations; and I 
have others who treat their 
birthday as any other day of the 
year.  You might be somewhere in 
between, and I expect many of us 
take more notice of big birthdays 
and anniversaries. 

We have been lucky to celebrate 
Golden Wedding anniversaries 
with a number of couples here at 
St Mary’s, and Helen Bisset’s 90th 
birthday is a wonderful 
celebration.  This year there is 
another celebration.  The 125th 
Anniversary of St Mary’s itself.  I 
think it’s something to shout 
about! 

Anniversaries give the opportunity 
to look back as well as to look 
forward.  We do this each year at 
our Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting (APCM), but an 
anniversary can give us a bigger 
picture. 



Spend Time With God 

I also hope that we will take the 
opportunity this year to tell our 
story.  To remember where we 
have come from, and most 
especially what we believe in.  To 
look towards our future with hope. 

St Mary’s has a special place in this 
community.  I am reminded of that 
whenever children come from the 
schools to look around the 
building.  For 125 years we have 
been a sign of God’s love in this 

place, and I pray that will continue 
to be the case in years to come.  As 
we celebrate this beautiful 
building, we remember that church 
is really about who we are and 
what we do. 

Those who built St Mary’s made a 
beautiful visible sign of God’s love, 
and our role is to share that love 
widely. 

Rev Theresa Ricketts 

(Continued from page 1) 

I have been very inspired by a 
number of books that I have read 
recently.  Richard Carter is 
Associate Vicar for Mission at St 
Martin in the Fields in Trafalgar 
Square, prior to which he was 
Chaplain to the Melanesian 
Brotherhood in the Solomon 
Islands, Vanuatu and Papua New 
Guinea.  It’s fair to say that there is 
quite a contrast between living and 
working in Trafalgar Square and 

life in a religious community in the 
Solomon Islands.  It is not 
surprising, therefore, that after a 
number of years, Carter felt the 
need to take time out.  After a 
month of prayer and reflection 
staying with a Franciscan 
community, he realised that his 
call was to find important aspects 
of monastic living within the 
bustling city of London. 



Returning to St Martin in the 
Fields, the concept of the Nazareth 
Community emerged.  This is a 
group of people who have made a 
commitment to a way on life which 
incorporates elements from the 
monastery, namely: silence; 
service; scripture; sacrament; 
sharing; Sabbath; and staying with. 
Carter’s book, “The City is my 
Monastery” charts some of the 
reflection that has given birth to 
the Nazareth Community.  The 
book is not a guide to living 
according to a rule, but rather a 
series of reflections, ideas, streams 
of consciousness, conversations 
and experiences. 

While living in St Mary’s Road is 
undoubtedly a very different 
experience from the frenetic 
twenty-four hour lifestyle of 
Trafalgar Square, I think perhaps 
we can all resonate with the desire 
– dare I say need – to find 
sanctuary in our lives.  What I 
enjoyed about the book was the 
very fact that it is not intended to 
provide the rule by which we 
should all live, but rather helps us 
to remember those things that are 
the most important.  I often find 
people expressing a desire for 
more silence in their lives; for 
more time to spend in prayer, 

reflection and contemplation; for 
time to read and study the 
scriptures.  Yet we can all name so 
many things that get in the way.  
Reading the book has inspired me 
to consider the ways in which 
Cuddington can be our monastery.  
The ways that we can be nourished 
by aspects of monastic living in all 
that we are and do here at St 
Mary’s. 

As you know, our Lenten devotions 
this year offer the opportunity to 
try a number of different kinds of 
prayer.  Lent can be such a helpful 
opportunity to remind ourselves of 
the importance of taking time to 
connect with God.  Renewing and 
refreshing our relationship with 
God and finding ways to deepen 
that relationship throughout the 
year.  Hopefully we will all enjoy 
discovering new ways to pray as 
well as re-discovering familiar ones 
to nourish and equip us in our daily 
living. 



March Services and Events 

Sunday 1 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Sung Communion and Children’s Groups 

Monday 2 19.30 Knit & Natter in the Leverton Room 

Wednesday 4 10.00 Lent Group in the Cuddington Hall 

Friday 6 19.00 Lent Group in the Cuddington Hall 

Saturday 7 08.30 Men’s Breakfast at the Hogsmill Carvery 

Sunday 8 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Café Church followed by Holy Communion 

 18.00 Choral Evensong 

Wednesday 11 10.00 Lent Group in the Cuddington Hall 

Friday 13 19.00 Lent Group in the Cuddington Hall 

Sunday 15 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Sung Communion 

Wednesday 18 10.00 Lent Group in the Cuddington Hall 

 20.00 PCC in the Choir Vestry 

Thursday 19 14.30 Thursday Club in the Cuddington Hall 

Saturday 21 10.00 Women’s Group in the Cuddington Hall 

Sunday 22 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Mothering Sunday All Age Service 

Wednesday 25 10.00 Lent Group in the Cuddington Hall 

Friday 27 19.00 Lent Group in the Cuddington Hall 

Sunday 29 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Sung Communion 

 10.45 Annual Parish Meetings 

Morning Prayer is said in church every weekday morning at 9am. 

All are very welcome. 


