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Be s�ll, and know that I am God!  (Psalm 46) 

Have you no�ced that Crème eggs 

are already in the shops?  Barely 

have we removed the last bauble 

from the Christmas tree, yet the 

world wants us to know that 

Christmas is well and truly over for 

another year. 

For the shops, the relentless 

progress from Valen�ne’s Day to 

Mothering Sunday and then Easter 

will propel us through the year at 

lightning speed. 

When I was listening to the radio 

on 7
th

 January, I was advised that it 

was the most popular day to book 

a holiday.  Something about that 

sense of s�ll being in the middle of 

winter, yet without Christmas to 

look forward to, sends us all into 

the travel agents.  And what about 

your 2019 diary?  Has it already 

begun to get filled? 

The crib scene will be remaining in 

church un�l Candlemas on 2
nd

 

February.  We are s�ll, a3er all, in 

the season of Christmas and 

Epiphany.  And my hope is that it 

will give us all permission to stay 

for a while with the Christ child in 

Bethlehem.  To allow ourselves to 

hold onto that founda�onal 

understanding that God loves us 

and wants to be with us.  

I love the shape of the Church 

year.  It provides a pa5ern which 

can add meaning to our lives – and 

I also believe that our lives add 

meaning to all that we do in 

church.  It is this season, though, 

which can feel incongruous, as the 

gap between Jesus’s birth and the 

beginning of his ministry happens 

in the blink of an eye. 

So let’s allow ourselves a li5le �me 

to rest in God’s presence. There is 

much to look forward to, and 

throughout all that the New Year 

brings, God loves us and wants to 

be with us. 

Rev Theresa Rickes 



Christmas at Cuddington 



Candlemas 

Candlemas, celebrated since the 

fourth century on 2 February, forty 

days a3er Christmas, is also known 

as the Feast of the Presenta�on of 

our Lord Jesus in the Temple. 

It marks the day when Joseph and 

Mary brought the infant Jesus to 

the Temple, and, as was the 

custom, sacrificed two young 

pigeons. 

An old man called Simeon, who 

had been assured by the spirit that 

he would not die un�l he had seen 

the Messiah, took the child in his 

arms and gave thanks to God in 

the words we know now as the 

Nunc Dimi	s, beginning with the 

words ‘Lord now le5est thou thy 

servant depart in peace.’  He 

warned Mary that sorrow like a 

sharp sword would break her 

heart. 

Jesus’ presence was also 

acknowledged by Anna, an elderly 

woman living in the Temple who 

spent her life worshipping, fas�ng 

and praying.  Anna spoke about 

the child to all who were wai�ng 

for God to set Jerusalem free. 

Although in Britain we remove our 

Christmas decora�ons on Twel3h 

Night, some other Chris�an 

countries remove them on 

Candlemas.  In other countries 

Chris�ans take their candles to 

church at Candlemas to be blessed 

and then used for the rest of the 

year.  The blessed candles serve as 

a symbol of Christ, the Light of the 

World. 



February Services and Events 

Sunday 3 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Sung Communion and Children’s Groups 

Sunday 10 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Café Church followed by Holy Communion 

 18.00 Choral Evensong 

Saturday 16 10.00 Women’s Group in the Cuddington Hall 

Sunday 17 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Sung Communion and Children’s Groups 

Wednesday 20 20.00 PCC in the Choir Vestry 

Thursday 21 14.30 Thursday Club in the Cuddington Hall 

Sunday 24 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Family Communion with Bap1sm 

Morning Prayer is said in church every weekday morning at 9am. 

All are very welcome. 

Saturday 2 19.00 Quiz Night 

Vale et Salve (Farewell and Hail) 

A3er three years and 

thirty seven edi�ons 

this is my last as editor 

of The Listening Post.  

It hasn’t felt like that 

long, and I have enjoyed doing it, 

but I am aware that ‘quit while you 

are winning’ is one of life’s 

important lessons, and that an 

injec�on of new blood and new 

energy is be5er sooner than later. 

I would like to thank everyone who 

has contributed ideas, ar�cles and 

photographs during my �me at the 

helm.  Special thanks are due to 

Rod, who has so ably interpreted 

my strange instruc�ons and 

messages, Chris�ne who has the 

uncanny knack of spo?ng the typo 

no one else has seen, and Janet 

who has always fi5ed the prin�ng 

into her busy schedule. 

Theresa is taking over the reins 

and leading us in a new direc�on 

but has assured me that the 

calendar, which was the reason we 

started The Listening Post, will 

con�nue to grace the back page. 

Linda Charlton  


