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And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. Colossians 3:17 

Happy New Year! I’m not quite 
sure how long I can get away with 
saying that.  It’s 2020 – can you 
believe it?  This year promises to 
be a very exciting one here at St 
Mary’s as we celebrate our 125th 
anniversary. 

Plans are already underway for 
special ways to celebrate an 
important year.  We have chosen 
the weekend of 11th/12th July to 
mark the anniversary of the first 
services that were held at St 
Mary’s. 

On the afternoon of Saturday 11th 
July we will hold a traditional 
church fête.  Planning is in its early 
stages.  We hope that individuals 
and organisations from across the 
area will get involved in making 

bunting, which will be displayed at 
the fête.  There will be all kinds of 
traditional stalls, and afternoon 
tea will be served. 

On Sunday 12th July we hope to 
invite people who have been 
baptised and married at St Mary’s 
for a special service. 

We often showcase the history of 
St Mary’s at Heritage Open Days in 
September, and intend to continue 
the tradition this year.  Although 
the building was opened in July 
1895, it was not consecrated until 
November, and we will mark this 
anniversary with a celebratory 
service on 22nd November, the 
feast of Christ the King, followed 
by lunch. 

Meanwhile, planning for Messy 
Church continues.  Messy Church is 
designed for all ages and usually 
takes place on a weekday evening 
after school.  We will hold our first 
Messy Church on Wednesday 1st 
April from 3.15, during which we 
will celebrate Messy Easter.  There 

(Continued on page 2) 



will be activities, a story and a 
meal.  For those of you unsure 
about what Messy Church involves, 
we’ll give you a taster at Café 
Church in February.  We have also 
set the date for our second Messy 
Church session on Wednesday 10th 
June. 

It’s so important not to neglect our 
own spiritual development, and 
one way to continue to grow in 
faith is attending a House Group.  
Please do come along to a bring 

and share lunch on Sunday 26th 
January if you are already a House 
Group member or are interested in 
finding out more. 

Everything that we do at St Mary’s 
is dependent on volunteers – for 
whom I am always very grateful.  If 
you are able to help with anything 
planned for the coming year, 
please speak to me or one of the 
Churchwardens. 

Rev Theresa Ricketts 

Christmas 2019 was a wonderful time of celebration, awe and 
wonder at St Mary’s.  There are many people who helped to 
make this possible.  A huge “thank you” to everyone who was 
involved in any way in the Christmas services. 

To name just a few, the choir sang beautifully, not just at Nine 
Lessons, but throughout the season; people took on additional 
sidesperson duties to ensure that everyone received a warm 
welcome; we had glorious flower arrangements; we had 
wonderful refreshments after many of our services; everyone 
serving, reading and doing the intercessions had additional 
duties; a merry team met to make Christingles one Saturday 
morning.  This is not an exhaustive list – so many people 
contribute to the life of St Mary’s. 

So thank you for all that you do. 

Through the generosity of the congregations at our Christmas 
services we raised £1,679.03 for the following charities:- 

The Children’s Society £780.96 

Crisis £620.14 

Singing for the Brain £277.93 



Spend Time With God 

I have a confession to make.  I’m 
not very good at New Year’s 
Resolutions.  The rebel in me 
almost enjoys breaking them – 
which is ironic since they’re only 
ever intended to be a personal 
commitment. 

This year, though, I have found 
myself realising that the New Year 
can be a very good time to renew 
our commitment to growing in our 
relationship to God.  Of course 
there are many good times for 
such a realisation, but New Year is 
as good as any. 

For me this renewed commitment 
has taken a number of forms.  I 
have read some wonderful books, 
either specifically about 
priesthood, or about faith more 
generally.  Each of these has both 
encouraged and challenged me to 

deepen my prayer life, finding 
different ways to connect with God 
throughout the day, and 
remembering types of prayer and 
worship I have valued in the past. 

What about you? Could the New 
Year offer an opportunity for 
growing closer to God? How might 
you do this? 

As I have already said in this 
edition, the coming year promises 
to be an exciting one at St Mary’s.  
Yet everything we are and 
everything we do is founded on 
one thing: our relationship with 
God.  Prayer is all about spending 
time with God.  The God who loves 
us and who longs to be with us.  
And so everything we do is our 
response to that love, including 
our desire to share it with those 
we encounter. 



February Services and Events 

Sunday 2 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Sung Communion and Children’s Groups 

Monday 3 19.30 Knit & Natter in the Leverton Room 

Sunday 9 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Café Church followed by Holy Communion 

 18.00 Choral Evensong 

Saturday 15 10.00 Women’s Group in the Cuddington Hall 

Sunday 16 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Sung Communion 

Wednesday 19 20.00 PCC in the Choir Vestry 

Thursday 20 14.30 Thursday Club in the Cuddington Hall 

Sunday 23 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Family Communion with Baptism 

Wednesday 26 10.00 Ash Wednesday Holy Communion 

 20.00 Ash Wednesday Sung Communion 

Saturday 29 19.00 Family Games Night in Cuddington Hall 

Morning Prayer is said in church every weekday morning at 9am. 

All are very welcome. 


