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Set all your hope on the grace that Jesus Christ will bring you 
when he is revealed. (1 Peter 1:13) 

One thing we got used to in 2020 is 

the unprecedented, and Christmas 

celebrations have been no 

exception.  Who would have 

thought that instead of welcoming 

as many people as possible into 

our church buildings, we would be 

politely asking them to book in 

advance and join online? 

The smell of mulled wine wafting 

into the back of church from the 

kitchen is part of my Christmases – 

or at least it has been until this 

year.  And, if you’re anything like 

me, much of your December was 

spent agonising about whether or 

not to see family members over 

Christmas, trying to weigh risks in 

an uncertain atmosphere. 

There is something, though, that 

has not changed.  And that is the 

story of Christmas.  For over 2000 

years, at this time of year, the 

same story has been told.  It is the 

story of a young woman visited by 

an angel and told that she will bear 

a son who will be God’s child.  And 

of a baby, born in a stable in 

Bethlehem because there was no 

room for the young woman and 

her fiancé to stay anywhere else. 

At the heart of the story is a God 

who chooses to become a part of 

God’s creation.  Who chooses to 

experience the ordinary life of a 

human being, living with us, 

feeling our emotions, from joy and 

elation to terror and despair. 

And, no matter what the 

circumstances of this, or indeed 

any, particular year, it is the story 

of hope. 

This year I think we may have 
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come to understand more fully the 

real difference between optimism 

and hope.  It was optimism that 

told us everything would be 

normal by Christmas; or that we 

would defeat this virus.  It is hope 

that comes to us, even in the 

depth and darkness of winter; 

even when we are feeling at our 

lowest ebb; even when we have 

seen loss and experienced 

loneliness.  It is hope that 

continues to be alongside us 

whatever it is that we are 

experiencing.  It is hope that 

ensure we are never alone, even 

when we feel lonely, and it is hope 

that brings that glimmer of light in 

the darkness, reminding us that 

love is stronger than hate and life 

is stronger than death. 

As we begin a New Year, we 

probably all want to be optimistic, 

and many of us long for some of 

those things that used to be 

normal: sitting next to one another 

during a service; gathering for 

coffee afterwards.  When any of 

those things will be possible 

remains completely unknown. 

Yet hope reminds us that in 

drawing closer to God we move 

into the New Year knowing that we 

are loved and committed to finding 

ways to share that love with others 

in whatever ways are possible. 

May God bless you and watch over 

you this New Year. 

Rev Theresa Ricketts 
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St Mary’s This Christmas 
You may well have missed seeing Christmas in church because of Tier 4 
restrictions  or simply preferring to stay safe in your own home.  Here are 
some pictures of our beautiful decorations and the two exhibitions that 
adorn the walls. 

Instead of our usual Christmas tree we have two this year! 



January Services and Events 

Although we are now in COVID Tier 4, services are allowed to take place 

in church, with restricted numbers to maintain social distancing.  All 

services in this diary will take place in church unless otherwise stated.  

Please contact the Vicar on 020 8337 4914 to book a place or to obtain 

the Zoom login code. 

Sunday 3 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Holy Communion 

Sunday 10 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Holy Communion 

Sunday 17 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Holy Communion 

 10.30 Sunday Club on Zoom 

Wednesday 20 20.00 PCC on Zoom 

Sunday 24 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Holy Communion 

Sunday 31 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Holy Communion 

Morning Prayer is said every weekday morning at 9am  

All are very welcome - please contact the Vicar for details 

Pause to Pray 
Why not take a moment as we enter the New 

Year to light a candle and bring before God your 

prayers for the New Year. Whether your prayers 

are for people, places or situations, hold each one 

in the light of God’s unfailing love.  


