
A Vision for the Church of England in the 2020s 

I wonder whether you have ever considered what kind of vision the 

Church of England should have?  Many of us will have spent time in 

different working environments being encouraged to think about 

strategic visions, and it could be that you feel this isn’t really appropriate 

for the church.  If that’s how you feel, it might be easier to think about 

what is important about the church.  Once you have done that, you may 

like to ask yourself how good we are at focusing on what is important.  

Really, this is all that vision is about – focusing on what is the most 

important. 

None of us is blind to the fact that congregations have been declining 

over recent years, which means that it is probably more important than 

ever to focus on what is important.  With this in mind, the Church of 

England has come up with a document entitled “A Vision of the Church 

of England in the 2020s.” The document is introduced by the Rt Revd 

Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York, but he is at pains to point out that 

this is not his personal vision, but the result of a great deal of discussion 

with a diverse range of people. 

The vision presented is summarised in the diagram on the inside page: 

At the centre of the diagram lies the heart of the vision – that the Church 

should be Christ centred and Jesus shaped.  While this may sound 

obvious, sometimes the obvious needs to be stated.  It’s what we might 

call “back to basics”.  If what we are doing as a Church is not centred on 

Christ and shaped by our discipleship of Jesus, we shouldn’t be doing it. 
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If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation 
2 Corinthians 5.17 



 Here it can help to consider the Five Marks of Mission of the Anglican 
Communion, which encapsulate so much of what the Church is engaged 
in: 

 To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 
 To teach, baptize, and nurture new believers 
 To respond to human need by loving service 
 To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge 

violence of every kind and to pursue peace and reconciliation 
 To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and 

renew the life of the earth 

Everything that we do falls within one of these headings. 

From this Christ centred, Jesus shaped foundation, three particular 
strategic priorities have been identified, namely: 

1. A church of missionary disciples 
2. A church that is younger and more diverse 
3. A church where mixed ecology is the norm. 

A few words of explanation may help.  The first priority recognises that 
each one of us is a follower of Jesus.  Each one of us is called; and each 
one of us is also sent out.  At the end of every service we say: “Go in 
peace to love and serve the Lord.”  That is when we are all sent out to do 
exactly that: love and serve the Lord.  That is what makes us missionary 
disciples. 

The second priority is probably quite obvious.  The statistics show us that 
the average age of congregations is going up.  Most churches are not 
representative of the age or social profile of their local area.  This is not 
about rejecting the people we have, but finding ways to reach out to 
others. 

The third priority is about being open to new and different ways of doing 
and being church.  Some of you will be familiar with the Fresh 
Expressions movement, which introduced imaginative ways of gathering 
to discuss faith and worship that were more accessible to some people 
than Sunday worship.  This is not about ending Sunday worship, but 
recognising that it may not be the only way of growing in relationship 
with God.  Messy Church is a familiar example of this. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What about us? 

As part of the Church of England, it is important for us all to be aware of 
current thinking.  However, the three strategic priorities can help us all to 
think a little more about our own discipleship and the role of St Mary’s. 

To begin with I would like to invite you to consider how you feel about 
the term “missionary disciple”.  As a Christian, is that how you would 
describe yourself?  Is it a term that excites you, or perhaps it scares you a 
little?  Do you feel suitably equipped – and if not, what would help? 

It occurs to me that the vision gives appropriate weighting both to our 
own discipleship, and to our call to reach out into our local community.  
These are the things that the PCC will be considering in the months to 
come, as we gradually start to look ahead after a very challenging year.  
You may have your own ideas about both of these areas, and I am keen 
to hear from as many people as possible.  If you would like to know 
more, please pick up the telephone or drop me an email.  Alternatively, 
you can find information on the Church of England website.  The future 
of St. Mary’s is something that involves us all. 



May Services and Events 
Unless otherwise indicated, all services are available both in 

Church and on Zoom.  Numbers in church are limited, so it is 

necessary to book a place.  To do so, please email Theresa 

(theresaricketts@hotmail.co.uk)  

Sunday 2 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Holy Communion 

 11.00 Sunday Club on Zoom 

 11.00 Catherine’s Organ Recital on YouTube 

Sunday 9 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Holy Communion 

Saturday 15 10.30 Women’s Group on Zoom 

Sunday 16 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Holy Communion 

 11.00 Annual Church Meetings 

Sunday 23 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Holy Communion 

 11.00 Sunday Club on Zoom 

Sunday 30 08.00 Holy Communion 

 09.30 Holy Communion 

Morning Prayer is said in church every weekday morning at 9am 

Everyone is very welcome — Use Zoom Code 909 037 180 


