
Memorial Posts in Garden of Remembrance 
Statement of needs 
St Mary the Virgin, Cuddington, has a garden of remembrance for the interment of ashes. It is 
maintained by Sean Potter, along with the rest of the church grounds, assisted by a team of 
volunteers. 

Currently our Memorial Garden contains several plaques placed by relatives of their deceased loved 
ones whose ashes have been interred.   

The current policy is that no memorials are permitted in the garden and that any donations are for 
the upkeep and enhancement of the area. The policy on memorials is frequently breached and 
plaques have been put in the garden. This disregard has led to an unsatisfactory and haphazard 
arrangement in the garden which restricts upkeep and generally detracts from a pleasing layout.  

Currently there are approximately 220 plots of which 85 have been filled. Typically, there are 10 
interments each year.  

Our proposal is to place two memorial posts, 135 mm square, to stand 1.45 m to the top (see Figure 
1, Figure 2 and Figure 3). The posts will be concreted in place inserted 300 mm into a hole 
approximately 300 mm square. 

These will be placed at positions G19 and M19 (marked with red X on Figure 4), one on either side of 
the footpath through the Memorial Garden.   

The plaques will be made from brass 110mm wide and 75 mm high with 4 fixing holes drilled in the 
corners (Figure 5). This would provide space for 17 plaques on each side of a post i.e. 68 per post, 
136 in total. 

Figure 6 depicts one of the proposed posts held close to the intended position. The red X in this 
figure shows the expected height of the post once installed. The post will be fixed into the grass in 
the position shown in Figure 7 and symmetrically on the other side of the central path. Two further 
pictures have been created showing the expected appearance of the garden once the posts have 
been installed (Figure 8 and Figure 9). In these pictures, the posts are shown edged in red. 

Any plaques already in the garden will be identified and, where possible, the relatives consulted. 
These will then be moved to the posts once they are installed.  

All buried ashes are already entered into the book of remembrance in the church and recorded on 
the plot map. Relatives of existing ashes will be offered the option of adding a plaque. 



 

Current Policy 
1. Ashes to be interred in grass beds next to the lych gate. If previous family ashes interred in 

the other beds, then it is acceptable for new ashes to go along side. 

2. The garden to be mapped to indicate the position of ashes. 

3. Names to be recorded in the book of remembrance in church. No further plaques to go in 
the garden 

4. Suitable surround to be placed around grassed area to deter intruders. 

5. Planting to be done only by the garden team. Selection of plants to be made in consultation 
with Shaun Potter. 

6. An initial one-off payment to be included in the general fee for funerals – about £10. 

Proposed amendment to regulations: 
3. All names to be recorded in the book of remembrance in church.  

No marker may be placed on the burial plot but permission can be sought from the 
incumbent to erect a plaque on the Memorial Posts. The Incumbent's approval is 
required for the wording, design, dimensions and materials. The PCC Secretary will 
provide a form of application. 

6. Flowers, or good quality artificial flowers, may be placed at the foot of the Memorial 
Posts, but not on the burial plot. Both natural and artificial flowers will deteriorate after 
periods of time. The PCC may remove flowers of whatever kind and wreaths at their 
discretion if they judge them to be unsightly and all artificial flowers after two months.  

7. The fees for the interment of ashes are contained in the current Parochial Fees. Those 
for inscriptions in the Book of Remembrance and plaques on the Memorial Posts shall be 
fixed by the PCC.  

 

 

 



 
Figure 1 Design of Memorial Post 



 
Figure 2 Proposed post design 



 
Figure 3 Detail of post top



 
Figure 4 Map of Garden of Remembrance 



 
Figure 5 Example plaque layout 

 



 
Figure 6 Post showing intended position on one side 



 
Figure 7 Post location shown on grass 



 
Figure 8 View from church 



 
Figure 9 View from Lych gate 


