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To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
1 Corinthians 12:7
I wonder whether you have a
friend or group of friends that you
will tend to go to when you’re
feeling a bit down? The kind of
friends in whose company you will
always end up laughing, so you
know that you will feel better,
more cheerful.

Perhaps you also know people that
you would always go to if you
wanted to talk something through.
Good listeners. And you might
know some problem solvers, too,
those who will offer advice or help
you to work your way through a
challenging situation.
Probably we are some of these
things for other people, too. In
some circumstances we might find
ourselves offering a bit of lighthearted cheer, while in others we

may listen intently while someone
talks through a concern. Different
company can bring out different
aspects of our own personalities,
though we probably also know
where some of our real strengths
lie. For all of us, whether or not
we enjoy time alone, we all want
and need each other, too.
Each year at Christmas, we
celebrate the birth of Jesus, the
clear and unambiguous sign that
God wants to be with us. God
made each one of us, loves each
one of us and wants to spend time
in our company. Whatever you or
others consider to be your
strengths and weaknesses, God
chooses to be with you. To know
you. To love you. And just as each
one of our friendships matters to
us, so our love and friendship
matters to God, too. God chose to
be born as a vulnerable baby,
needing the love and care of
human parents. What more sign
do we need that God knows what
it is to be human and wants to
share in our ups and downs?
(Continued on page 4)

2019 in pictures

New Year’s Day Fresh Air
Easter Fire at 6am

Mothering Sunday
Posies for Toddlers

Men’s Group at Play

PCC Development Planning Day

Men’s Group at Work
on Seat Backs

Flower Festival Weekend - Floral Displays and Crafts

Marriage Anniversary
Celebration

Confirmation

Commemoration
Service

Christmas Fair

Remembrance Sunday

(Continued from page 1)

The other image we use a lot at Christmastime
is of the light coming into the world. Time
spent in God’s presence is indeed time spent in
the light. The light of love and of truth. Just as
each of our friendships has the capacity to
change us, so time spent with God also
changes us, drawing us closer to the core of
who we really are, in God’s image.
May we all know the love and light of Christ
this Christmas.
Rev Theresa Ricketts

January Services and Events
Saturday 4

0830

Men’s Group Breakfast at the Hogsmill

Sunday 5

08.00

Holy Communion

09.30

Sung Communion and Children’s Groups

08.00

Holy Communion

09.30

Café Church followed by Holy Communion

18.00

Choral Evensong

Sunday 12

Wednesday 15 20.00

PCC in the Choir Vestry

Thursday 16

14.30

Thursday Club in the Cuddington Hall

Saturday 18

10.00

Women’s Group in the Cuddington Hall

Sunday 19

08.00

Holy Communion

09.30

Sung Communion and Children’s Groups

08.00

Holy Communion

09.30

Family Communion with Baptism

12.00

Housegroups’ Lunch in Cuddington Hall

Sunday 26

Wednesday 29 19.30

Men’s Group Carvery at the Hogsmill

Morning Prayer is said in church every weekday morning at 9am
All are very welcome.

