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125th Anniversary Edition!

I wonder where you would start if
you were asked to take part in an
interview for a local channel that
appears
on
Facebook
and
YouTube.
How would you
summarise all that St Mary’s is
about? What would you want to
talk about? And how would you
discuss how we have had to adapt
in the face of Covid-19?
Some of you will know that on
Tuesday 21st July I took part in just
such an interview. Graham Jones,
Vice Chair of the Cuddington
Residents Association has set up
Channel KT4 and conducts a live
interview with various local people
once a week.
In preparation, I found myself
thinking carefully about the years I
have been here – three in
November – and what I have

appreciated the most. It probably
goes without saying that it is the
people that make up a church, and
St Mary’s is no exception. As soon
as I knew I would be doing the
interview, I realised that I wouldn’t
have to manage on my own. In
this, our 125th anniversary year, I
knew I would want to give a little
information about the history of St
Mary’s, and where else would I
turn but to David Rymill, who is not
only so knowledgeable, but also
able to pick out what is important
from what can be left out.
We all know, too, that Rod Clarke
is ever present with the camera –
that’s why our Annual Report is so
well illustrated. Once I had a few
photographs to jog my memory,
the ideas flowed so much more
easily.

Growing in Faith Together
You may remember that in
October 2017, a couple of weeks
before my licencing service, Bishop
Jo came to St Mary’s to confirm
members of our congregation. I
attended that service, and it is a
constant reminder to me of the
importance of growing in faith
together as central to life at St
Mary’s.

Children learn about the Bible and
are encouraged to talk about God
in Sunday Club, and young people
have a place to explore challenging
questions in SMYG, the St Mary’s
Youth Group. People of all ages
are part of House Groups which
help us to talk together about our
walk with God.
One of the things that I love about
the church community is that
young and not-so-young meet
together. I am always grounded
and inspired by those members of

our congregation who have been
faithfully worshipping for decades
– as well as being encouraged
whenever new people begin to
explore their faith.
Church in the Community
St Mary’s does not sit isolated
from the surrounding community.
Indeed,
members
of
the
congregation are members of that
community, and many of us are
engaged in other activities,
including
the
uniformed
organisations, support in local
schools and volunteering for local
charities.
Last year’s flower
festival
was
a
wonderful
celebration
of
the
local
community, with so many groups
and organisations contributing
arrangements, and many more
people coming to see them in the
church, including some who had
never been inside the building
before.

The church continues to be a place
where life’s events are marked in
the form of baptisms, weddings
and funerals. Over the last 125
years, within the walls of St
Mary’s, people have celebrated
and people have mourned.

And most importantly of all,
people have prayed.
It is a
privilege to be a part of a
significant moment in anyone’s
life, and St Mary’s plays its part in
so many people’s experiences.
125 and still learning
If any of us thought that we knew
it all, this year has certainly shown
us that we don’t.
In every
conceivable way, Covid 19 has
challenged us as individuals and as
a community. Although it was
absolutely necessary for public
safety, it was also devastating to
have to close the church building.
We have missed meeting together
for worship and fellowship, and
beginning to open the building for
individual prayer and services

(albeit socially distanced) is a great
joy.

We have been reminded of so
many important things during
lockdown. If we ever doubted it,
we know that God is to be found
everywhere. Within our homes
and outside spaces, as well as the
church building. Many of us will
have seen God in the kindness and
generosity we have experienced
over the past months.

We have certainly been forced to
consider our priorities, and
remember
what
is
really
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important. And of course some
have experienced pain, anguish
and tragedy over this period – and
we are all aware that we aren’t out
of the woods yet.
God’s love endures forever
It is impossible to know when
worship will return to anything
that we would recognise as
normal. For now we continue to
welcome people into the building
for Holy Communion at 8 am, as
well as offering services on Zoom
at 8 and 9.30, and materials for
worship at home.
Amid this
uncertainty, there is something
that holds us firm, and that is the
knowledge of God’s love for each

and every one of us. It’s an
encouragement to grow in our
relationship with God, as well as
our relationships with one
another. And there is the promise
that no matter how hard things
feel, we are never beyond the
reach of a love that doesn’t let go.

Rev Theresa Ricketts

August Services and Events
8 o’clock Communion services are celebrated in church, with a
limit on numbers to ensure social distancing, and also streamed
on Zoom.
9:30 Communion services are due to resume on 2nd August, but
without any singing by choir or congregation and with similarly
limited numbers. These services are also streamed on Zoom.
Morning Prayer has been said every weekday morning at
9 o’clock on Zoom, but is due to return to church with social
distancing.

PCC meetings are not held in August.
Please contact Theresa for the Zoom codes and passwords.

