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The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world,
and those who live in it. (Psalm 24:1)
In the Bible, we are all called on to be
stewards of God’s creation. This
requires that we look after our
environment both locally and globally.
During the lockdowns over the last
year, there have been many small
changes in personal lifestyle, including
reduced car usage and more outdoor
activity. These have led to noticeable
changes in the environment in terms of air quality and noise. We think
that this makes it a good time to begin this project.
The PCC has agreed that St Mary’s will join Eco-Church to show our
collective commitment to this stewardship. This will help us to be more
focused in our activities to reduce the impact that our church has on the
environment. Some of the changes required will be minor, like switching
off lights when not in use, and others may require only that we change
part of our grounds to encourage wildlife.
Eco-Church has been developed for churches in England and Wales, and
is run by A Rocha UK in partnership with Christian Aid, the Church of
England, the Methodist Church, and Tearfund. The vision is for the
scheme to create a vast network of churches as local centres of creation
care in the community – shining beacons of hope for a brighter
environmental future. This vision was endorsed by the former
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, who, speaking at the
launch of Eco-Church at St Paul’s Cathedral in January 2016, welcomed
the scheme as part of a ‘tectonic shift’ in Christian thinking through
which environmental concerns will ‘embed more deeply’ in church
culture.

At the heart of Eco Church is an online survey that enables churches to
both record what they are already doing to care for God’s earth, and to
reflect on what further steps they can take to that end and then act
accordingly. As a church completes the survey, they collect points
towards an Eco Church Award. There are three levels of Eco Church
Award – Bronze, Silver and Gold. In order to qualify for an Award
churches must attain the required standard in each of the areas covered
by the Eco Survey that apply to them. In this way, the scheme
encourages churches to take action to care for creation across every
aspect of their life together rather than just focussing on one area at the
expense of all others.
The Eco-Church Programme
The Eco-Church programme has five strands:
1.
Worship and teaching
There is so much that we can all learn and discover about how the Bible
reminds us of our duties and responsibilities towards creation. We can
consider whether as House Groups we want to engage in more in depth
teaching, and we are already considering sermons from experts who can
help us understand a Christian perspective on the climate emergency.
2.
Buildings
This covers both the church and hall. As St Mary’s church is a listed
building, we are restricted in how far we can go to reduce our carbon
footprint. For example, we cannot make many changes that will improve
the insulation or add much in the way of double glazing. We don’t have
so many restrictions for the hall building, but as it was built in 1995 is
likely to be more energy efficient already.
We can make steps to reduce our energy use. Most of our lightbulbs are
already CFL (compact fluorescent lightbulbs) or LED. We can also assess
whether there are more environmental sources for our gas, oil and
electricity.
We may wish to consider our catering facilities. We rarely use disposable
cups, crockery and cutlery, but we should make sure that we are using
less polluting cleaning products. On those occasions when we do want to
use disposable items, we can use compostable equivalents instead of
plastic.

3.

Land

The use we make of our land is a sign of our care for the natural world.
Our young people already learn and discover a great deal about the
environment, in and out of school, and may well be interested in
encouraging wildlife in parts of the church garden. Learning from one
another – young and old – is at the heart of Eco-Church.
4.

Community and engagement

The environmental agenda is of importance to many individuals and
groups within the community. The more we work together, the more
impact we are likely to have.
5.

Lifestyle

This addresses how we can, as a congregation, encourage and support
each other as individuals to reduce our impact on the environment. This
includes supporting Fairtrade products and also looking at the
environmental impact. Our home-made Sunday events also help us to
reduce waste and promote local products.
The Vision – and how we begin
To be successful, we need to develop a mindset that puts eco into our
decision making and planning. Just as we have become a “Fairtrade
church” in our catering, we need to extend this to become an “ecochurch”.
To help start our progress, Theresa is already planning a series of services
based around Creationtide in September.
Guildford Diocese has registered to become an Eco-Diocese and have a
Diocesan Environmental Adviser and an Environmental Group who are
happy to help us with support and advice.
Action
We would like a small group to lead the changes. Ideally this will include
old and young and cover the teams that look after our buildings,
grounds, catering, youth and worship. We hope to draw members from
the wider church community, not just the PCC.
Julie, Theresa and Dan

June Services and Events
If the Government roadmap runs according to plan, June will
be a hybrid month.

Until Sunday 20th, unless otherwise indicated, all services are
available both in Church and on Zoom. Numbers in church are
limited, so it is necessary to book a place. To do so, please
email Theresa (theresaricketts@hotmail.co.uk).
After Monday 21st, our Group meetings should be gradually
restarting.
Please be prepared for things to change.
Sunday 6

Sunday 13

08.00

Holy Communion

09.30

Holy Communion

11.00

Sunday Club on Zoom

08.00

Holy Communion

09.30

Holy Communion

Wednesday 16 20.00

PCC meeting on Zoom

Sunday 20

08.00

Holy Communion

09.30

Holy Communion

11.00

Sunday Club on Zoom

Saturday 26

10.30

Women’s Group at Church

Sunday 27

08.00

Holy Communion

09.30

Holy Communion

Morning Prayer is said every weekday morning at 9am
Everyone is very welcome — Use Zoom Code 909 037 180

