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I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.
Isaiah 43:19

The Vicar Writes . . .
On 15th February I had a very
enjoyable morning with the
Women’s Group. The theme of
the morning was preparations for
Lent. I had brought along hot cross
buns, chocolate eggs, bread and
wine – food and drink associated
with Lent and Easter. We started
by talking about whether we eat
hot cross buns on any other day
than Good Friday, and moved on
to consider different Lenten
disciplines. Our focus throughout
was the purpose of those
disciplines – why are we doing
this?
I found the conversations that
were shared that morning
encouraging and inspiring. We
have so much wisdom within our
community, and I quickly realised
that we do think carefully about
our Lenten disciplines.
Some
people expressed the importance
of Lent being a time of thinking

about others. So fasting might be
a means of understanding just a
little of what it is like to be
without, and indeed the money
saved might be donated to an
organisation working with the
hungry or homeless. Others were
clear about the desire to find time
to stop during Lent – stop the
relentless busyness, and allow
some time and space for silence.
We are all called by God and Lent
can be an important time to check
that we are really listening; to
discern where we may be being
called next; to grow in relationship
with God.
Having this kind of discussion on
15th February felt like good timing.
Lent did not begin until 26th
February, so we had time to reflect
on what we had discussed. I
started Lent with quite a clear
sense of purpose and direction.

What I hadn’t foreseen was that the season of Lent this year would be
dominated by a single news story: Coronavirus. It’s extraordinary how
easily we can find ourselves knocked off course by the unexpected.
Official advice about the outbreak is changing regularly. On 10 th March
the Archbishops of Canterbury and York wrote to all clergy advising us to
suspend administration of the common chalice and to ensure that there
is no physical contact during the peace or signs of blessing. Needless to
say we will be following the advice given.
Of course we will all have different responses to the current situation,
but we all share an awareness that it is not within our control. It has
made me reflect very differently on the experience of Jesus in the
wilderness, facing various temptations that he presumably could not
predict beforehand.

And I have been especially fascinated by that other desert experience
that we hear in the book of Exodus, when
Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt and
across the Red Sea, after which they spent
40 years wandering in the wilderness. In
the scriptures, it is in the wilderness that
people come to realise that God is with
them always and everywhere. As we face
into the unexpected and unknown, that is
something we need to remember, too. God is with us always and
everywhere. We are always held in God’s love.
None of this means that there are not practical ways in which we may
feel called to respond. The Bishop of St Albans has written his own
coronavirus golden rules, which include protecting and supporting our
neighbours; considering who may be suffering more than me; and, as far
as is possible, living today to the full. You can read them fully here:
https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/coronavirus/
Whatever the coming weeks bring, let’s commit ourselves to growing
ever closer to God throughout this Lenten season; to remembering that
we are held in God’s love; and to show that love to others in whatever
ways we can.
Rev Theresa Ricketts

Help Us to Celebrate
As part of our celebrations of the 125th anniversary of the church building
this year, we are planning a timeline of the story of St Mary's, to be
displayed around the church and in flipbooks, tracing the history of the
buildings, patterns of worship, music, and some of the groups and
individuals associated with the church.
We are trying to gather together at least one photograph or document
that is relevant to each of the 125 years, for this display. Do you have
photographs of St Mary's events that you would be willing to contribute?
These could show church occasions such as parish outings or fairs, or
they could be group photographs – formal or informal – of youth groups,
the choir, Mothers' Union or Young Wives, or pictures of family events
such as weddings or christenings.
The photograph reproduced here
was taken at the christening of
John Vickars in 1949 – note the
temporary porch, before the
building of the extension in 1959.
This is the oldest christening
photograph we have found so far
that was taken at the church –
can anyone produce an earlier
one?
We would love to include photographs of any date; please have a word
with David Rymill, at church or at david.rymill@hants.gov.uk or on (020)
8330 6563, if you can help. We will only be displaying copies, so your
originals will be returned after copying, or if you would like to provide
digital copies by email that would be fine.
If you are in touch with people who have moved away, we’d be very
grateful if you could pass the message on to them. We hope to have the
display on show from July to November, and we plan to make it possible
for everyone to add memories or photographs once it is on display, to
make this a really collaborative process.

April Services and Events
Wednesday 1

10.00 Lent Group in the Cuddington Hall
15.30 Inaugural Messy Church

Friday 3

19.00 Lent Group in the Cuddington Hall

Saturday 4

08.30 Men’s Breakfast at the Hogsmill Carvery

Sunday 5

08.00 Holy Communion

(Palm Sunday)

09.30 Palm Sunday Sung Communion

Monday 6

19.30 Knit & Natter in the Leverton Room
20.00 Holy Week Communion

Tuesday 7

20.00 Holy Week Communion

Wednesday 8

20.00 Holy Week Communion

Thursday 9

20.00 Maundy Thursday Communion and Vigil

Friday 10

10.00 Family Service and Children’s Workshop

(Good Friday)

12.00 3-Hour Devotion & Good Friday Liturgy

Sunday 12

06.00 Service of Light

(Easter Day)

08.00 Holy Communion
09.30 Easter Sung Communion

Wednesday 15

20.00 PCC in the Choir Vestry

Thursday 16

14.30 Thursday Club in the Cuddington Hall

Saturday 18

10.00 Women’s Group in the Cuddington Hall

Sunday 19

08.00 Holy Communion
09.30 Sung Communion

Saturday 25

19.00 Quiz Night in the Cuddington Hall

Sunday 26

08.00 Holy Communion
09.30 Sung Communion

Wednesday 29

19.30 Men’s Dinner at the Hogsmill Carvery

Morning Prayer is said in church every weekday morning at 9am.
All are very welcome.

