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“Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such and
such a town and spend a year there, doing business and making
money.’ Yet you do not even know what tomorrow will bring.”
James 4:13-14

The quote above, from the letter of James, is definitely apt for our
current situation, but leaves my heart a little heavy. Who would have
thought that our 125th anniversary year would turn out quite like this?
On Easter morning I found myself realising that this must be the first
Easter in 125 years that there has not been a service at St Mary’s.
Of course it is quite right that we exercise caution at this time, and while
the closure of our church buildings has been painful, we have played our
part in following the government advice that seeks to drastically reduce
the spread of Covid-19.

Last Tuesday the House of Bishops met and set out a plan for the phased
re-opening of church buildings. The relevant section reads as follows:
“While church buildings remain closed for public worship, in line with
Government advice, the Bishops agreed in principle to a phased
approach to lifting restrictions, in time and in parallel with the
Government’s approach, with three broad stages as infection levels
improve:
1. An initial immediate phase allowing very limited access to church
buildings for activities such as streaming of services or private
prayer by clergy in their own parishes, so long as the necessary
hygiene and social distancing precautions are taken.
2. Subsequently access for some rites and ceremonies when allowed
by law, observing appropriate physical distancing and hygiene
precautions.
3. Worship services with limited congregations meeting, when
Government restrictions are eased to allow this.

The Bishops agreed that the
decision on the timing of when to
implement the revised advice on
ministers or worship leaders
praying and streaming from their
church buildings should be made
by individual Diocesan Bishops,
depending on their local situation.”

Here in Guildford, Bishop Andrew
advised us on Tuesday that one
nominated person may now enter
the church building for prayer and
recording or streaming services
(stage 1). I will be the nominated
person and may now be able to
record some of my sermons and
services of Holy Communion from
inside the church building.
Let’s be clear. This is not going to
be a rapid process.
The

Government has indicated that
access for rites and ceremonies
(stage 2) will definitely not take
place before 1st June and worship
services with limited congregations
(stage 3) will not begin before 4th
July. All of these dates remain
tentative, dependent on the
continued reduction in spread of
the virus. In addition, appropriate
precautions will be required to
protect us all.
All of this means that we have
unfortunately taken the decision to
cancel the events that had been
planned for the weekend of 11th
and 12th July, including the
Summer Fête and the service we
had been planning, inviting back
those who have been married or
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baptised in the church.
It is
possible that we will be able to
arrange the service for later in the
year, but at the moment it is too
soon to say with any certainty. We
still hope that the Heritage
Weekend will go ahead in
September, as well as our special
celebration with Bishop Jo on the
feast of Christ the King in
November.
It is never easy when our plans are
unable to come to fruition.
However, I believe that the place
of St Mary’s in Cuddington is as
strong as ever.
Church has
undoubtedly continued even while
the building has been shut; and the
beautiful building continues to
bring comfort and hope to those

who pass or sit in the garden of
remembrance.
I have learnt so much from you all
over these difficult weeks.
Whether we have met by chance
in the street, had an email
exchange, spoken over the
telephone, or on the doorstep, or
indeed whether we have simply
been holding one another in our
prayers, I have been the recipient
of
the
most
extraordinary
kindnesses and generosity, and I
know we have all been playing our
part in keeping the light and love
of
Christ
alive
in
this
neighbourhood. Thank you for
your love and inspiration. You are
the church in this place.
Rev Theresa Ricketts

. . . and our fellowship together

We would certainly have had a collection if the church had been open, so
please take a look at their website. This link is particularly good:
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aidweek/news-blogs/love-never-fails-blog

June Services and Events
At the time of writing the only event that is likely next month is a,
probably virtual, PCC meeting on the 3rd Wednesday, i.e. 17 th.

