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For the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart. 1 Samuel 16:7

The Vicar writes . . .
What a joy it was
to celebrate my
ﬁrst year here at
St Mary’s – and a
huge thank you to
Sara
for
a
delicious
cake,
and to all of you
who have been kind, supporve
and forgiving during this ﬁrst year.
In the coming months the PCC
(Parochial Church Council) will be
taking some me to consider all
those things we recognise as the
identy of St Mary’s.
For some, the starng point may
be the things we do – Toddler
Group; Women’s and Men’s
Groups; pastoral care; worship;

prayer. Or you may feel that our
identy comes out more in who
we are, or the ways that we do
things:
welcome;
kindness;
warmth; generosity.
From my ﬁrst year I know that we
have wonderful foundaons from
which to look towards the future
and consider where God may be
calling us. And hearing God’s call
relies on being a prayerful
community, willing to hear one
another’s views and somemes
simply to sit in silence.
I am excited about our future and
hope that you will join me in
praying for God’s connued
guidance in the coming year.
Theresa Ricke!s

This is your parish newsle!er

so please let me know what you
want to read about or, be7er sll, write an arcle for us!
Feedback, photographs and arcles can be sent to the editor, Linda
Charlton, by email to thelisteningpost@cuddingtonparish.org.uk, by text
on 07778 127670, or as a hard copy, typed or longhand.
I am usually in the hall a<er the 9.30 service. Please hand them to me or
leave them in the C pigeonhole beside the choir vestry door.

News from the Parochial Church Council
It’s been a while since we have
reported on the work of the PCC
and a number of important
decisions have been taken
recently.
On the ﬁnancial front, we started
the year forecasng a budget
deﬁcit of £16,300. During the year
our costs have been kept well
under control and also successful
steps were taken to reduce them.
Most income streams have run to
budget too, but the one that is
causing us most concern is planned
giving. We’re very grateful for all
the eﬀorts of those who are part
of that scheme, but the fact is that
we are unlikely to get to a
balanced budget without achieving
an increase in planned giving.
Chrisan stewardship concerns not
only our use of money, but also
our me and our talents. We are
keen to encourage ongoing good
stewardship and, to this end, we
have appointed a small group that
includes the vicar and treasurer to
be the Stewardship Commi7ee.
They will be holding their ﬁrst

meeng in early December and we
would ask you to pray for them.
At a recent meeng of the Deanery
Synod Danny Wignall, a mission
adviser from the diocese, spoke
about the challenges facing parish
churches today and oﬀering ideas
for the way ahead.
Theresa shared his presentaon
with the whole PCC and it was
agreed that it would be helpful if
he would facilitate a morning of
reﬂecon and discussion on the
way ahead for St Mary’s. That
meeng is due to take place in
early February.
You may be wondering why there’s
no Chrisngle service on the back
page calendar. We wrestled with
possible dates but came to the
conclusion that none was viable.
This triggered a great idea - why
not take Chrisngle to our schools.
I’m pleased to report that they
have all responded posively and
so we’ll be looking for volunteers
to help.
Rod Clarke
PCC Vice-Chair

St Mary’s Remembers

Bricks for Guildford Cathedral

Audrey Pound has been in touch

following our arcle last month.
Audrey and her husband Ken took their daughter Sue, then aged 5 or 6,
to Guildford during the construcon of the cathedral, and bought a brick.
Sue recalls that she didn't write her name on her brick, but someone did
it for her. Audrey remembers how steep the hill was as they approached
the Cathedral.
When the Pound family moved to Worcester Park and started a7ending
St Mary's in 1967 Sue a7ended the Sunday School. She was conﬁrmed
here in 1968 by Bishop George Reindorp who complimented Audrey on
her white coat with gold bu7ons in the shape of ﬂowers. Sue was
married at St Mary's in 1979. Audrey was a regular a7ender at the
morning service, unl the 9.30 start made it diﬃcult for her to get here.

A Sunday school teacher asked her class, "Why must we
be quiet in church?" One bright li7le girl (not from St
Mary’s) replied, "Because people are sleeping."

December Services and Events
Saturday 1
Sunday 2

Sunday 9

Saturday 15
Sunday 16

Thursday 20
Sunday 23

Monday 24

Tuesday 25
Sunday 30

08.30
11 - 2
08.00
09.30
19.00
08.00
09.30
18.00
12.00
08.00
09.30

Men’s Group Breakfast at the Hogsmill
Christmas Fair
Holy Communion
Sung Communion and Children’s Groups
Epsom & Ewell Silver Band Concert
Holy Communion
Café Church
Choral Evensong
Women’s Group Lunch in Cuddington Hall
Holy Communion
Sung Communion & Children’s
Christmas Ac<vi<es

18.00
14.30
08.00
09.30
18.00
15.00
17.00
23.30
10.00
08.00
09.30

Nine Lessons and Carols
Thursday Club in Cuddington Hall
Holy Communion
Sung Communion
Family Carol Service
Crib Service
Crib Service
Midnight Communion
Christmas Family Communion
Holy Communion
Sung Communion

Morning Prayer is said in church every weekday morning at 9 am

