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Time, Gentlemen, Please!
When I was teaching History, I had
a secret passion for the Industrial
Revolution.
It had become
singularly unpopular with children
over the years, who considered it
to be boring. In fact the only way
we could coax a homework project
out of them was to make its focus
the History of Football. Every year
when I taught about the Industrial
Revolution, I found myself digging
out more obscure information.

A particular excitement was when I
discovered that, until the advent of
the railways, there was no
standard time. I marvelled at the
way so much had to change in
order to ensure that people could
rely on the departure and arrival
time of the new trains. There was
also something slightly surreal
about realising that prior to that
standardisation, the time in

different parts of the country was
different. It’s so hard to imagine
now.

Yet this year, perhaps more than
any other, I find myself realising
that even the Victorians couldn’t
fix everything. We may now have
standardised time – indeed the
entire globe is divided into time
zones – but no matter how hard
we try, we will never be able to
solve that strange conundrum
which means that no two hours
ever feel the same length. You,
like me, must be able to remember
times when you have been looking
at the clock, longing for time to
pass.
As a child it was always German
lessons. Those were very slow
hours. And of course waiting for
someone who is having an
operation can feel endless. Yet, by
contrast, times of joy, often in the
company of friends and family, can
pass in a flash. When I have coffee
with friends, I can find myself
astonished that hours have
disappeared without me even
noticing.

And if we know that
hours can feel like
that, it’s the same for
longer periods of
time, too.
As I write, it is seven months since
we went into lockdown, spending
a period of three months largely
confined to our houses, with
forays out for exercise and to get
food.
The last service we held in church
before lockdown was on 15th
March, and we did not return to
the church building until 12th July.
The 9.30 service did not
recommence until 2nd August. I
wonder how the time has felt for
you. Which things will you cherish
from lockdown? What have you
discovered that you did not
realise before? And what have
been the real challenges? What
did you appreciate perhaps
without even realising until it was
gone?
We are approaching the season of
Remembrance. One of the great
strengths of church tradition is
that the seasons provide a shape
to our lives – and that shape can
hold us through our own personal
crises and tragedies. In some
ways this year is different.
Probably none of us could have

imagined an Easter that could not
be
celebrated
in
church.
Nevertheless, the seasons do
continue, and although we find
ourselves marking festivals in
different ways, their significance
remains.
Remembrance this year has a
particular poignancy. Those who
have lost loved ones over the past
months have experienced an
additional pain, unable to be
surrounded by the friends and
family who ordinarily would have
wanted to offer their comfort and
support.
Some were also
deprived of what we have always
taken for granted – being present
with our loved ones in their final
hours.
One of the reasons the church
seasons are so important is their
ability to connect us with
something beyond ourselves, and
indeed beyond our own moment
in history.
The season of
Remembrance
includes
the
commemoration of the faithful
departed at All Souls and
Remembrance Sunday. Gently
and reassuringly we hold together
the intensely personal and the
global; the past, the present, and
indeed the future. The word
“unprecedented” has probably

been overused this year – though
it is hard to think of anything more
suitable. Nevertheless, we are not
the first generation to experience
loss and uncertainty.
Our
circumstances are unique, but our
human experiences are not
unrecognisable.
One challenge we face as
Christians in these uncertain times
is our ability to hold onto hope.
Perhaps it’s particularly challenging
in a political landscape which
favours blind optimism, which so
quickly becomes crashing gloom.
But hope is different from
optimism. And I think the season
of Remembrance can help us here.
In the Remembrance Sunday
service we hold together a number
of different things. We cannot
escape the horrors of war – and its
cost in human terms. And as we
remember that, we find ourselves
deeply moved by the willingness of
individual men and women to risk

their lives for something that they
believe in. And as the service
draws to a close, we make our own
act of commitment, daring to
believe that love really is stronger
than hate.

Holding on to hope is so very
important because it really is at
the heart of our faith. It is not
about imagining that suffering and
adversity will come to an end, but
rather it is about believing that at
the heart of existence is light and
love. And that even when things
are at their most challenging, light
and love will not be overcome.
Theresa Ricketts

Help Our Finances while Celebrating Our Anniversary
If you are looking for ideal Christmas
gifts, we now have more of our 125th
anniversary tea towels and recipe books.
These are available for £7.50 each, or any
three for £20.
To place your order, please contact
Sara on sarablairtomlin@gmail.com

November Services and Events
Sunday 1

Sunday 8

Sunday 15

08.00

Holy Communion

09.30

Holy Communion

11.00

Children’s Service in Church

15.00

All Souls (Commemoration) Service

08.00

Holy Communion

09.30

Holy Communion

10.45

Act of Remembrance

08.00

Holy Communion

09.30

Holy Communion

10.30

Children’s Groups (on Zoom)

Wednesday 18 20.00

PCC Meeting on Zoom

Sunday 22 - Celebrating the Consecration of St Mary’s in 1895

08.00

Holy Communion

09.30

Holy Communion - Bishop Jo is with us

Sunday 29

08.00

Holy Communion

Advent 1

09.30

Holy Communion

Morning Prayer is said in church every weekday morning at 9am
Everyone is very welcome
At the time of publication church services are subject to social
distancing requirements and this results in a maximum of
about 35 people present in church. However, all services in
church will be available on Zoom also. Please contact the Vicar
on 020 8337 4914 either for the Zoom connection details or
else to let her know that you’re planning on attending, but, if
you’ve not done so, please don’t be put off from joining us.

