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so that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine.
Romans 1:12

Our Journey of Faith
I was privileged to attend a
Deanery confirmation service at St
Martin’s Epsom on Thursday 17th
October.
Over the past few
months I have been meeting with
Hannah and Zoe in preparation for
their confirmation, and it was a joy
to watch Bishop Jo lay her hands
on them and confirm them in the
name of the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.

One of the joys of preparing
people for confirmation is that I
always seem to learn more than I
teach.
Hearing other people’s
stories is enriching. We none of us
have
a
monopoly
on
understanding God, so whenever
we hear a different perspective,
we are encouraged to think deeply
about our own approach and be
prepared to pray, reflect and grow
in faith.
For some of us, House Groups
provide a wonderful opportunity
to share our journey of faith with
others. We have a number of
House Groups meeting either

during the day or in the evening.
Most meet every fortnight and
during meetings there will be some
time of prayer and catching up
with one another, as well as a main
focus on either a book or some
other materials.
One group
recently used the Bible Society’s
Bible Course which helps to
contextualise the different books
of the Bible. Others have read a
diverse range of books by authors
including John Pritchard and Paula
Gooder.
One of our priorities as a church is
to grow in our faith and
spirituality. If you are interested in
knowing more about House
Groups, or have other ideas about
how we can grow in faith together,
I would love to hear from you.
Rev Theresa Ricketts

St Mary’s 125
Next year marks the 125th
anniversary of the present St
Mary’s Church building and we
will be celebrating! One of our
priorities is to reach out as much
as possible into the local
community, and our anniversary
provides a wonderful focus for a
series of events throughout the
year, bringing people into the
church, and hearing their stories.
Organisation is in its early stages,
so the more ideas, the better.
And it is equally important to have
as many people involved as
possible. If you feel particularly
passionate about a particular
event, please get involved. We
need the usual combination of
people with ideas and vision, as
well as those who will get things
done. We all have something to
contribute.
A small planning team has held
one meeting, during which we
started to outline some ideas.
1895

Our starting point has been the
dates of key events. The first
services were held at St Mary’s on
21st July 1895. The Bishop was ill
at the time, so the building was
not consecrated until 20th
November 1895.

With these dates in mind, we are
planning on having a weekend of
celebration for the whole
community on 11th/12th July. A
number of ideas have been
suggested, including a party or
fete; music concert; celebration of
talents. From that date, there will
be a physical timeline around the
walls of the church, representing
the 125 years that St Mary’s has
been here and highlighting some
key historical events.
This
timeline will be displayed until the
end of November, and our hope is
to make it sufficiently interactive
to allow people to add their own
experiences of St Mary’s. For
example dates of baptisms,
1959

weddings
accompanied
photographs.

and
funerals,
perhaps
by

Every year there is a heritage
weekend in September. This will
fall on 12th/13th September 2020,
and during this weekend (and
hopefully the following week) we
will have a particular focus on the
125 year history of St Mary’s.
David Rymill has already started to
find events that have happened in
each year of the church’s history,
and this will form the basis of the
displays. You may be able to help
him, or perhaps you have other
ideas that could add to a
celebration of our history.

Celebrations will culminate on the
weekend of 21st/22nd November.
Among other things, we will invite
one of our Bishops to lead the
Sunday service, and hold a lunch
afterwards.
Our hope is to have as much
involvement from our local
community as possible. For this to
1974

happen publicity is going to be
very important, so if you have any
ideas about where best to
advertise, please let us know. One
idea is to invite anyone from the
community to decorate a triangle
of fabric to make community
bunting to display at our events.
We will ask children in local
schools,
the
uniformed
organisations
and
other
community groups to be part of
this.

Have I managed to whet your
appetite? So much is possible in
the coming year and this is such a
wonderful opportunity for the
whole community to be involved in
celebrating a significant moment in
the life of St Mary’s. Please get
involved. Your ideas are welcome,
and the more people who can be
involved in big and small ways, the
better. Speak to Theresa or Rod
Clarke, Annie Paul, Colin Hooper or
David Rymill.
Theresa Ricketts
1995

I am a member of a clergy reading
group, meeting up every couple of
months to discuss a book that we
have all read. Recent books have
been as diverse as Dare to Lead by
Brene Brown and Living with the
Gods by Neil MacGregor. Over the
summer I also loved reading
Searching for Sunday by Rachel
Held Evans.

Are there books that inspire you in
your faith and that you would like
to recommend to others? There is
often space in the Listening Post
for a brief book review, so send me
your ideas or a short article and
let’s encourage one another to
grow in faith together.
Theresa

November Services and Events
Sunday 3

08.00

Holy Communion

09.30

Sung Communion and Children’s Groups

15.00

Commemoration Service

08.00

Holy Communion

10.15

Remembrance Sunday Parade Service

18.00

Choral Evensong

Monday 11

19.30

Knit & Natter in the Leverton Room

Saturday 16

10.00

Women’s Group in the Cuddington Hall

Sunday 17

08.00

Holy Communion

09.30

Sung Communion and Children’s Groups

Sunday 10

Wednesday 20 20.00

PCC Meeting in the Choir Vestry

Thursday 21

14.30

Thursday Club in the Cuddington Hall

Sunday 24

08.00

Holy Communion

09.30

Family Communion with Baptism

11 - 3

St Mary’s Christmas Fair

Saturday 30

Morning Prayer is said in church every weekday morning at 9am
Everyone is very welcome

