development, but requires diﬀerent
leadership qualies.
Collecvely, we need to determine
the qualies needed in our next vicar;
those that are correct for St Mary’s
current season. We need to take care
that we are honest about the current
state and do not either invoke the
remembered qualies of a previous
‘good’ incumbent or the anthesis of
a ‘bad’ one.
Without a vicar to lead us and help us,
St Mary’s is being led by a
management
team,
whose
responsibilies include ensuring that
all the regular operaons of the
church can be carried out. We are
fortunate to have a local rered
priest, Rev John Richardson, to take

many of our services and provide
ordained input to PCC. We need to be
careful that we do not impose too
much on him or take this state of
vacancy to be an acceptable state of
aﬀairs.
The Archdeacon and the Area Dean
will be a+ending the September PCC
meeng to bring guidance and
describe the opons that we have in
locang a new incumbent.
The
Archdeacon will also formally admit
Sara Tomlin into oﬃce as the second
churchwarden.
We look forward to sharing further
news of the vacancy as things
progress.
Dan Smithers, Churchwarden

October Services and Events
Saturday 1
Sunday 2

09.00
08.00
09.30
Saturday 8
19.00
Sunday 9
08.00
09.30
18.00
Sunday 16
08.00
09.30
Wednesday 19 20.30
Saturday 22
10.00
Sunday 23
08.00
09.30
Sunday 30
08.00
09.30

Men’s Breakfast at the Plough Harvester
Holy Communion
Café Church
Harvest Supper in the Cuddington Hall
Holy Communion
Harvest Fes(val and Parade Service
Evensong
Holy Communion
Sung Communion & Children’s Groups
PCC
Women’s Group at Rowe Hall
Holy Communion
Holy Communion with Bap(sm
Holy Communion
Sung Communion
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Jesus said I am the way, the truth and the life.

Welcome

to a one-oﬀ, bumper edion of The Listening Post. I am
delighted to ﬁnd that you are starng to write about what is important to you
about our church, our church family or the ways in which you are acve in the
community. I hope this will help the PCC construct a three dimensional picture
of St Mary’s when deciding what to put in the Parish Proﬁle which will, in turn,
tell prospecve new vicars what is already established here.
In August we said farewell to Andy and Liz, and if you were not able to be there
on the night you can read about it here. During the evening Andy was
presented with a framed photograph of the reredos. If you too would like a
copy of this picture please see Rod, whose contact details are on page 5.
If there is something you parcularly like about our church, or you volunteer in
the local area and would like to share your experience with others, do please
write something (in longhand or by email) or speak to me about it. You can
speak to me on Sunday mornings, text me on 07778 127670 or email me at
thelisteningpost@cuddingtonparish.org.uk
Linda Charlton Editor.

Thoughts about the Vacancy
Linda has asked me to write an
introducon to this issue of The
Listening Post, so I would like to take
this opportunity to share some
thoughts that have occurred to me.
Now that we are in a period of
vacancy, we need to go through a
process of reﬂecon. This will help us
all to work out where St Mary’s is at
the moment, where St Mary’s is
currently heading, and where we
think St Mary’s should be heading.
This needs to be discussed among
ourselves and communicated to the

PCC to help them as they put together
the parish Statement of Needs.
One way of looking at organisaons is
in terms of seasons. In the spring an
organisaon is growing and full of
vigour; in the summer it is ﬂourishing
and fruiBul. An autumn organisaon
may be overgrown and needing
dying up, or may just need some no
longer fruiBul branches trimming. An
organisaon in winter is dormant,
waing for spring to return. Each of
these
seasons
is
a
natural
Con(nued on back page

Something Understood
Linda suggested that I might like to
write something about my 63 years
at St Mary’s, so I’ve taken up the
challenge.
I ﬁrst came to St Mary’s aEer John
and I began our married life in
Worcester Park in 1953 and soon I
found a place in the choir through
my friend Kath Cove. St Mary’s is a
stage on which vital events in my
life have played their part:
concerts, weddings (including my
daughter’s), sad but upliEing
funerals saying au revoir to those
who had grown to be part of my
life, and John’s funeral, a heartwarming celebraon with a church
ﬁlled with beloved family and
friends.
At mes over the years my links
with St Mary’s were weakened,
and my quesons have never
ceased. Doubt and certainty may
make uneasy bedfellows, but I have
learnt to live with them. They have
always co-existed in my life. So
keeping my links as best I can I
have had the privilege of
appreciang the fundamental value
of remaining within these four
walls. It is the people who ma+er.
The friendships, the joys and deep
sorrows experienced by us have all
added layers of meaning to my life.

So what is it, this
elusive concept of
St Mary’s? It seems
to be a creave
chain of being,
linking
all
the
people who have
meant so much to me. Sermons
have washed over me, vicars have
come and gone.
Wisdom,
diﬃcules, misunderstandings and
priceless examples of deep love
make up the rich mixture of church
life. This richness comes because
the church embraces every nuance
of humanity’s odd behaviour and
no-one is excluded.
Peggy
Treliving, a never forgo+en friend
and fellow chorister, gave me a
piece of dislled wisdom taken
from a Chinese proverb. ‘If you
keep a green bough in your heart a
singing bird will come.’ That holds
the essence of what St Mary’s
means to me.
Thank you all for the warmth and
fellowship, love and music I have
shared over the years. Thank you
for puIng up with me. The tle I
have used comes from one of my
favourite poets, George Herbert,
wring on prayer, ‘The land of
spices: something understood.’
Pat Life

Sunday Club and SMYG (St Mary’s Youth Group)
During the Autumn term Sunday
Club and SMYG will be held during
the 9.30 service on 18 September,
16 October, 6 November, 20
November, 4 December and 18
December.

If you would like to know more
about the children’s groups please
see Carolyn Harvey or Jacquie
Hooper about Sunday Club, and
Julie about SMYG.

The young people will leave the
9.30 service aEer the Gloria and
return for a blessing during the
administraon of communion.
The theme for the beginning of
this term will be the parables in
Luke’s gospel.

Would you, or someone you
know, be willing to help with
SMYG? If so, Julie would be
delighted to hear from you, as
unfortunately Valerie has had to
stand down.

Kite Club
Are you free on Thursday and craEs corner and quiet space.
The evening provides a fun club
evenings 6-8.15 pm?
If so Kite Club would be very
grateful for your help at their club
held each week at St Barnabas
Church Epsom. The club is part of
the Sunny Bank Trust set up 30
years ago to help people with
learning disabilies.
Each week Kite Club puts on a
variety of acvies including music
workshops, sensory nights and
visits from local services, such as
the Police, alongside a café, arts

environment. It is a place to meet
friends and learn new acvies
and skills. Through this approach
we aim to build up the selfesteem, social skills and selfconﬁdence of the club members.
If you would like to visit to see how
you feel about becoming a
volunteer please see Jean RyallLucas. You can also ﬁnd out more
at www.sunnybanktrust.org

Garden Party
For their August meeng The AEernoon Club was invited to Daphne and
John Richardson’s garden. Sixteen members a+ended and enjoyed a
magniﬁcent tea in delighBul surroundings.

Women’s Group
St Mary’s started a women’s group
in February with the aim of being
‘a support group for helping
women live a Chrisan life’. We
have grown into a supporve,
friendly group of women which
meet on Saturday morning once a
month between 10 and 12 at Rowe
Hall.
Our programme includes coﬀee/
tea and cake to start, then a type
of game/quiz/acvity to get to
know diﬀerent people each month,
then a speaker/themed acvity,
then more cake and chat!! Our
numbers have been around 35.
Our meengs so far have included
craE acvies, including learning
to knit and crochet; exercises with
the River Club; a jewellery
demonstraon and a fascinang
session on ﬂower arranging.

Finally we had a summer party in
July.
The future: we are starng small
groups for Bible study, a book
group and a craE group. A lot of us
have said how we enjoy having
fun, so we will possibly extend this
to oungs.
Meengs for this term are:
Saturday September 17th – starng
the new groups then Daphne will
show us how to make a harvest
loaf!
Saturday October 22nd - speaker
to be conﬁrmed
Saturday Nov 26th – Stella and Dot
– Xmas giEs, and a pampering
session!
Saturday Dec 17th – Christmas
party!
Julie Stamford

Men’s Group (The Shed)
For the beauty of the earth,
For the beauty of the skies,
For the love that from our birth,
Over and around us lies,
Father unto thee we raise,
This our sacriﬁce of praise.

This relaxed and informal group
meets regularly for an experience
of good natured banter, wiIcisms
and laughter.
Over culinary
marvels, subjects cha+ed about
range from the latest credit card
scams doing the rounds to how to
put the world to right in three easy
steps.

We meet on the ﬁrst Saturday of
each month for a 9am Breakfast at
The Harvester and also on the 5th
Wednesday of the month for a
7.30pm Evening Carvery at the
Hogsmill Tavern – by then being
quite full up we miss out the next
Saturday get together.
Mark Hodge.

from north of London and are
buying a house in Leicester. Liz
also told us that she is taking the
opportunity to review her own

Farewell to Andy and Liz

On Saturday 20 August around 70
parishioners, neighbours, and local
dignitaries got together to wish
Andy, Liz and family well in their
new life. A delicious spread of
ﬁnger food was provided by
members of the congregaon.
Dan thanked Andy and Liz for their
me with us and wished them and
their family all the best for the
future. They were presented with
a PC World voucher and a framed
photograph of the detail of the
reredos.

Andy told us that he has a new job
with a charity that assists refugees,
a parcular interest of his. Having
worked with them for a few weeks
as a volunteer he has now
accepted a permanent post and
expects to be abroad for about one
week each month.
Liz told us that as it was taking
Andy over an hour to get from
Worcester Park to his oﬃce in
Kings Cross, and there is li+le
property available in our area, they
have looked at a similar commute

career, while Bene and Joe will
start new schools in September
and Sam will start an agriculture
course at Derby Tech.

If you would like a framed copy of the reredos photo (see below) they
will be available from Rod Clarke in a few weeks me. Proﬁts from the
sale of these at £10 each will go to church funds. Rod is available on 020
8393 3756 or rod@rodclarke.fsnet.co.uk.

