Communities of Care
Mothering Sunday
14th March 2021

Please join in the words in bold type.
We listen to an opening HYMN.
For the beauty of the earth,
for the beauty of the skies,
for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies:
Lord of all, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.
For the beauty of each hour
of the day and of the night,
hill and vale, and tree and flower,
sun and moon and stars of light:
Chorus
For the joy of human love,
brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth, and friends above,
for all gentle thoughts and mild:
Chorus
For each perfect gift of thine
to our race so freely given,
graces human and divine,
flowers of earth and buds of heaven:
Chorus
Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917)
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WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Praise God who loves us.
Praise God who cares.
Loving God, we have come to worship you.
Help us to pray to you in faith,
to sing your praise with gratitude,
and to listen to your word with eagerness;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LIGHTING OUR WAY
A candle is lit:
We light this candle to remind us that the love of God is like a
light in our darkness.
Blessed be God for ever.
We praise you, our God, for all mothers who have loved and
laughed and laboured as they cared for their children;
Blessed be God for ever.
We praise you, our God, for all mothers who have wept in
sorrow and joy for their children:
Blessed be God for ever.
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We praise you, our God, for Jesus, born of a woman and
nurtured in her love, and for Mary, a reminder of your patient,
waiting love.
Blessed be God for ever.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Loving God,
we come to you in sorrow for our sins.
For turning away from you,
and ignoring your will for our lives;
Loving God, forgive us:
save us and help us.
For behaving just as we wish,
without thinking of you;
Loving God, forgive us:
save us and help us.
For failing you by what we do
and think and say;
Loving God, forgive us:
save us and help us.
For letting ourselves be drawn away from you
by temptations in the world about us;
Loving God, forgive us:
save us and help us.
For living as if we were ashamed to belong to your Son;
Loving God, forgive us:
save us and help us.
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The Lord enrich you with his grace,
and nourish you with his blessing;
the Lord defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil;
the Lord accept your prayers,
and absolve you from your offences,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour.
Amen.

PRAYER
God of love,
passionate and strong,
tender and careful:
watch over us and hold us
all the days of our life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

HAPPY TIMES, HARD TIMES
READING – LUKE 2:33-35
And the child [Jesus]’s father and mother were amazed at what
was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said
to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—
and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’

SERMON – PART ONE
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COMMUNITIES OF CARE
READING – EXODUS 2:1-10
Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite
woman. The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she
saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him for three months.
When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket
for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the
child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the
river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen
to him.
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river,
while her attendants walked beside the river. She saw the
basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When
she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took
pity on him. ‘This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,’ she
said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and
get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for
you?’ Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So the girl went and
called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take
this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So
the woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew
up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him
as her son. She named him Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew
him out of the water.’

SERMON – PART 2
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PRAYERS
As children of a loving God who always listens to our cries, let
us pray to our Father in heaven.
Loving God, you have given us the right to be called children of
God. Help us to show your love in our homes that they may be
places of love, security and truth.
God of love,
hear our prayer.
Loving God, Jesus, your Son, was born into the family of Mary
and Joseph; bless all parents and all who care for children;
strengthen those families living under stress and may your love
be known where no human love is found.
God of love,
hear our prayer.
Loving God, we thank you for the family of the Church. We pray
that all may find in her their true home; that the lonely, the
marginalized, the rejected may be welcomed and loved in the
name of Jesus.
God of love,
hear our prayer.
Loving God, as we see the brokenness of our world we pray for
healing among the nations; for food where there is hunger; for
freedom where there is oppression; for joy where there is pain;
that your love may bring peace to all your children.
God of love,
hear our prayer.
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THE PEACE
Through the prophet Isaiah, God says,
‘As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you.’
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
The peace is shared with one another.
All things bright and beautiful,
all creatures great and small,
all things wise and wonderful
the Lord God made them all.
Each little flower that opens,
each little bird that sings,
he made their glowing colours,
he made their tiny wings:
Refrain
The purple headed mountain,
the river running by,
the sunset and the morning
that brightens up the sky:
Refrain
The cold wind in the winter,
the pleasant summer sun,
the ripe fruits in the garden,
he made them every one:
Refrain
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He gave us eyes to see them,
and lips that we might tell
how great is God almighty,
who has made all things well:
Refrain
Cecil Frances Alexander (née Humphreys) (1818-1895)

THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS
With this bread that we bring
we shall remember Jesus.
With this wine that we bring
we shall remember Jesus.
Bread for his body,
wine for his blood,
gifts from God to his table we bring.
We shall remember Jesus.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

9

Lord of all life,
you created the universe,
where all living things reflect your glory.
You give us this great and beautiful earth,
to discover and to cherish.
You give us your love,
even when things go wrong.
Jesus knew hurt and pain.
Through him you wipe away our tears,
and fill us with your peace.
You give us happy times
and things to celebrate.
In these we taste your kingdom,
a feast for all your children.
You made us all,
each wonderfully different,
to join with the angels
and sing your praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We thank you, loving Father,
because, when we turned away,
you sent Jesus, your Son.
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He gave his life for us on the cross
and shows us the way to live.
Send your Holy Spirit
that these gifts of bread and wine
may be for us Christ’s body and his blood.
On the night before he died,
when darkness had fallen,
Jesus took bread.
He gave thanks, broke it,
and shared it with his disciples, saying:
‘This is my body, given for you.
Do this to remember me.’
After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine,
gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying:
‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many,
for the forgiveness of sins.’
So Father, with this bread and this cup
we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life.
As you feed us with these gifts,
send your Holy Spirit,
and change us more and more
to be like Jesus our Saviour.
Help us, Father, to love one another,
as we look forward to that day
when suffering is ended,
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms.

11

And now with St. Mary and all your saints
we give you glory,
through Jesus Christ,
in the strength of the Spirit,
today and for ever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
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Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace.
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word,
and I shall be healed.
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink
in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
Everyone is invited to receive Communion or a Blessing.

HYMN – FOR MARY MOTHER OF OUR LORD
For Mary, Mother of our Lord
God’s holy name be praised,
who first the Son of God adored,
as on her child she gazed.
Brave, holy Virgin, she believe,
though hard the task assigned,
and by the Holy Ghost conceived
the Saviour of mankind.
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She gave her body as God’s shrine,
her heart to piercing pain;
she knew the cost of love divine,
when Jesus Christ was slain.
Dear Mary, from your lowliness
and home in Galilee
there comes a joy and holiness
to every family.
Hail, Mary, you are full of grace,
above all women blest;
and blest your Son, whom your embrace
in birth and death confessed.
John Raphael Peacey (1896-1971)
© Revd Mary J Hancock

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory.
Amen.
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PRAYERS FOR MOTHERS
For the care of mothers;
Thanks be to God.
For their patience when tested;
Thanks be to God.
For their love when tired;
Thanks be to God.
For their hope when despairing;
Thanks be to God.
For their service without limit;
Thanks be to God.
Thank you God for the love of our mothers:
thank you God for their care and concern;
thank you God for the joys they have shared with us;
thank you God for the pains they have borne for us;
thank you God for all that they give us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

HYMN
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;
Tender to me the promise of his word;
In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.
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Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name!
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
His mercy sure, from age to age the same;
His holy name, the Lord, the mighty One.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!
Powers and dominions lay their glory by;
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high.
Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
To children's children and forever more!

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and watch over you,
the Lord make his face shine upon you
and be gracious to you,
the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ.
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